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Editorial

Our Woods and the National Trust

There is a lot about the Common in this edition, but  then the Common is 
central to all our lives, and everyone has an idea of what  they like about 
it.

Everyone who has walked over Limpsfield Common knows that the 
National Trust  has been cutting down trees in the woods across the 
Common.  The work started in Ridlands Grove and then moved on to 
Happy Valley, West Heath, Little Heath, the edges of the Golf Course 
and the Common between The Carpenters and St Andrew’s.

The Trust’s aim is to clear the undergrowth of mainly holly, birch and 
bramble so that  the oak, beech and other large trees stand proud.  In the 
open heathlands, the Trust  is hoping to regenerate the heather which 
used to be widespread across Limpsfield Common.  This is not  a forlorn 
hope; the Golf Club is replanting heather round the course and Peter 
Oliver has noted heather regenerating on the High Chart after 50 years.

The Trust’s policy has aroused criticism.  People do not  like change, 
especially if it is on their doorstep.  It has to be admitted that  walking 
through a patch of woodland after the Task Force has been working on a 
Thursday morning can be pretty bleak.  But  on the other hand if you 
give the woods time they will settle down, and to balance the criticism 
the Trust has had many compliments on the opening up of the Grove, 
Happy Valley and Little Heath.

The Trust’s aim is to restore the Common to its traditional state.  They 
are always willing to answer residents’ questions but the Chart News 
believes we should support  the Trust and its volunteers – we are lucky to 
have them.

An Editor
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Those good looking chaps  (and a couple of women) in the Woodland 
Fairies, who regularly cut down and burn the bracken and the holly and 
the creepers all over the Chart, managed to disturb a wee dormouse last 
month!

One of the group picked up a load of rubbish and was making his way to 
the huge fire, (always a fixture) when the little fellow poked his nose out. 
The picture on the cover is proof positive! Luckily help was at  hand.  
Elenaor Yoxall, one of the National Trust  Rangers, was in attendance and 
she is an expert on the wild life of the area. She explained  that dormice 
are a protected species, and the life of this little chap was very, very 
important. So he was tucked away in the woodland, near to where he had 
been scooped up, and everyone went about  their work that Thursday 
morning with exceptional care.

The word Dormouse comes from the French word 'dormir' - to sleep, and 
but for the warm weather on this particular day, our little friend might 
well have been hibernating, which they do for most of the winter.  They 
used to be quite common all over the south of England and as far north as 
Herefordshire. Very rarely were they found in the northern counties and 
never in Scotland. They are certainly one of our most  attractive small 
mammals and indeed were often kept as pets by children. And who can 
forget the little dormouse in the Mad Hatter's tea-party in Alice in 
Wonderland. But  today, they are a rare and endangered species and very 
few people are lucky enough to see one in the wild. So we in the National 
Trust  group can feel rather honoured to have caught sight  of one in the 
wild!

The tiny creatures are about two inches long, with big black eyes and a

The smallest of lives….
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National Trust Logs - Spring Sale
Ridlands Grove Car Park 9.30-12.00 Saturday, 1st April

After the success of the last National Trust wood sale, the next will 
again be held in the Ridlands Grove car park, 9.30-12.00 on Saturday, 
1st April.

Contributions are voluntary but the Task Force emphasises that all funds 
raised go directly to buying equipment and protective clothing for the 
Task Force chain saw men.  It can cost a volunteer up to £1,000 to 
purchase his chain saw and outfit as required by Health & Safety 
regulations -  a pair of safety boots cost £100.  The National Trust pays 
for saw men’s training which can cost up to £1200 per person, and when 
budgets allow helps towards the funding of outfits or equipment.

Build up your log pile for next winter.  Looking forward to seeing you 
on 1st April.

Mark Richards and  Martin Edser

fluffy tail;  hazel brown in colour with a white underbelly. They thrive 
in oak and hazel woods, and eat  flowers, fruit, nuts, pollen and insects.  
And are perfectly charming.

This one little dormouse has achieved what a few people of the Chart 
have been battling for for weeks - curtailing the clearance work on the 
Chart by the National Trust!  For those supporters of the men with chain 
saws and Thursday mornings to spare, and who want to see the Chart  as 
it once was, the news isn’t as bad as it  sounds. It just means we will 
have to be a bit more careful to leave bits of scrub land clear, while the 
dormice are hibernating and then breeding.  And perhaps find some 
small children who can watch over grazing cattle and sheep on the 
Chart. But before that, we are surveying the whole of West Heath.

David Wickham
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Reflections on a Memorial 
Simple memorials tell a story but  leave much unsaid. So, on a memorial 
board inside the Limpsfield Chart  Golf Club, we learn the names of 
twenty club members who fell in the 1914-18 war. All of them were 
young local men, mostly educated at  major public schools and all but 
one serving as army officers. There is a Leveson Gower from Titsey, a 
Bowes Lyon from Skeynes Park in Edenbridge, and a Victoria Cross 
holder in Geoffrey Cather from Bluehouse Lane. But  what  were their 
thoughts as their world, that sepia-tinted golden age, made such a 
sudden and calamitous plunge from a peaceful July to a war-torn 
August? Above all what can that board tell us of the Limpsfield 
community in 1914?

At the heart of this community was the golf club itself. Just  five years 
after the first  London commuter trains began to use Oxted station in 
1884, Limpsfield Chart  Golf Club was founded in 1889. There is a 
strong link between these two events. The coming of the railway 
transformed the local area. Old Oxted, the historic village, rapidly 
became overtaken by New Oxted as roads like Bluehouse Lane spread 
outwards from the station, full of large houses to serve the needs of 
wealthy London commuters. These men had mostly been educated at 
schools where team games were strongly encouraged. Many continued 
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playing these after school, but  a game of golf offered something which 
rugby and cricket could not; it  was relatively gentle, could be played by 
all ages and by both sexes, in all seasons and in most weathers, and it 
catered for those who craved a mixture of sociability, competition, and 
a healthy outdoor pastime.

It  was not  long therefore before local men saw the possibilities of a golf 
course on the heath land of Limpsfield Common to the south of the 
Westerham Road. Leveson Gower paternalism allowed the nine hole 
course to be built, on what  was Titsey land, and the first  competition of 
Limpsfield Chart  Golf Club was held on 29 June 1889. The club was in 
the vanguard of a late Victorian craze for golf. The origins of the game 
lay in Scotland, but there was plenty of enthusiasm south of the border 
for things from the north, and ‘Scottish croquet’ proved one of the more 
long-lasting infatuations. In 1880 there were only twelve golf courses in 
the whole of England; by 1914 there were over twelve hundred. Golf’s 
average costs of equipment and membership, about £18 per year by 
1911, were well defined and affordable for a broad range of the middle 
class in comparison with the more extravagantly expensive field sports 
of the landed gentry. But  the expense of golf, and the way in which 
clubs selected their members, also allowed golfers to protect  their own 
place on the social ladder.
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An entrance fee of three guineas and annual subscription of one guinea 
preserved those boundaries at Limpsfield, since this was well beyond 
the means of those on an average working wage in 1900 of around £40 
per annum. Within a very short time the popularity of the golf club was 
such that  membership had to be restricted to one hundred with a waiting 
list almost as long. Furthermore the reputation of the course spread and 
‘horse-drawn carriages would meet golfers arriving at  Oxted station 
from London’. More remarkably, by 1910 there were thirty-five lady 
members. Ladies were tolerated rather than welcomed as equal partners, 
with considerable restrictions on when they could play and the role 
allowed them in the club, restrictions successfully challenged only 
recently. Nevertheless these middle class ladies, with household 
servants allowing them plenty of leisure time, were still privileged. 
Whereas working men in Scotland had enjoyed free local golf, their 
English counterparts found themselves firmly excluded from what were 
middle class clubs. Their help was nevertheless needed and, at 
Limpsfield, local men were given restricted playing rights as artisans in 
return for a small fee and assistance in maintaining the course. This 
artisan section, founded in 1908, later became known as The Gresham.

The war broke down some of the social barriers which existed before 
1914. The comradeship of the trenches brought  greater mutual respect 
between officers and men, and the emancipation of women took an 
important  step forward in 1918 when they were given the vote. Sport 
achieved a new mass following in the 1920s as crowds flocked to 
football and cricket matches, but  golf never properly broke free of its 
exclusive origins. It might produce its occasional working class hero 
like James Braid but  the expense involved in playing, and its restrictive 
club membership structure, meant  that it remained an overwhelmingly 
middle class male sport, while the continued existence of artisan 
sections seems anachronistic in 2017. The challenge for all golf clubs, 
and certainly for Limpsfield Chart, is to find a way to reach a new 
audience in a world where leisure activity is so much more diverse and 
complex than in 1914. Perhaps the fact that the club retains its original 
nine hole course should be capitalised on as a positive strength and an 
inducement for a new generation of young people without the time to 
play golf for four hours. Such fostering of youth would be a fitting 
memorial to those twenty young men who fell in 1914-18.

David Walsh
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Nearly three years ago devastation occurred on the High Chart.  At  least, that 
was an immediate and understandable reaction of many people, for a 
significant area on the Chart had been clear-felled.  All the familiar pines had 
gone and in their place was an open vista revealing deeply rutted ground and 
a few low plants, while in a few places a straggling sapling had survived the 
onslaught.  But a few months on and some re-planting took place, with one 
area left  for natural regeneration.  At first  all that  the casual eye noticed in 
the planted area was a few lines of plastic tree protectors and an extensive 
deer fence.  So what  has happened since?  In fact, quite a lot  and by no 
means all with man's  assistance.  

The replanting in the winter of 2014-15 consisted of Douglas Firs in the deer 
fenced area and a mixture of oaks (mostly English Oaks) and Sweet 
Chestnuts, plus a few Rowans in the tree protectors.  None were more that  a 
few centimetres high.  By the following spring things still looked pretty 
bleak, but a careful perusal of the area within the deer fence revealed not 
only that the new trees were thriving, but that a host of native plants had 
sprung into life.  Heather seed can remain viable in the soil for up to 50 years 
and much of the bare ground was covered with tiny heather seedlings.  Many 
were already in flower by April.  But there was more – a lot more.  Birch 
seeds are scattered far and wide by the wind and the ground was densely 
covered in thousands of tiny birch seedlings.  In this area birch is a pioneer 
invader of newly available habitat  and they were in full pioneering mode! 
Then there were the brambles which seem to be able to grow just  about 

What's happened on the High Chart?

The clearance, autumn 2014
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anywhere and, interestingly, a fair number of 
Corsican Pine seedlings – evidence of the stands 
of mature pine that  had previously been 
growing there.  Equally interesting, old stumps 
of oaks that  had survived from the previous 
clearance when the pines were planted decades 
ago remained here and there and they reacted 
with vigour to their new freedom back in the 
open and not  suffocating beneath a canopy of 
impenetrable pines.  I did not investigate the 
area on a regular basis, but there was no obvious 

sign of invertebrate life, nor did I see a single bird in the planted area.  
By the summer of last  year everything had grown apace.  In places the 
birch was beginning to over-shadow the heather, the brambles had 
become a dense mat, tricky to walk through and by the autumn the 
planted firs and self sown pines had in many cases reached 60-70 cms in 
height.  The most vigorous trees in the protectors were now up to 20 cms 
above the top of the tubes.  But  it  was not  just trees.  The heather had 
continued to flourish and some were beginning to develop into a proper 
shrub shape, while in late autumn there were some attractive clumps of 
assorted toadstools.  I had also seen a bird in the area – a solitary wren!  

So what  of the future?  We now have a vigorous plant community with 
each species competing for light  and nutrients.  Some assistance was 
afforded the fir seedlings last summer with some brush-cutting around 
the planted seedlings and herbicide application to the few remaining 
rhododendron areas.  I understand that not  much more than this is 
planned for the immediate future and that further clearance and re-
planting is not planned for another three or four years.  In time, the 
planted trees will win the fight for air and light, though I expect some of 
the birch trees will continue to prosper as perhaps will the oaks that have 
survived from the previous clearance, but it will probably be more than a 
decade before the canopy finally closes over and eliminates the currently 
resurgent  heather and brambles.  As the years go by we can watch and 
learn how the natural world exploits a newly vacant habitat and marvel 
at  the vigour with which each species, and indeed each individual plant, 
competes for the best opportunities to prosper.

Peter Oliver

Toadstools abound
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Eldridge family is King+!

Over the Easter weekend Peter Rabbit (alias Peter Wade, builder and 
manager of Peter Rabbit’s Post  Office) is organising a giant  Easter 
Egg Hunt to raise money for the Royal Marsden’s Children’s Cancer 
Research Fund.  Peter is doing this because a young family friend, 
George Woodall, aged 4, has a cancer tumour on his spine and is a 
patient  at  the Royal Marsden.  George is very brave about  it  all, 
talking about ‘Tony Tumour’ and ‘Hotel Hospital’.  The Royal 
Marsden is one of the lead hospitals in the country for children’s 
cancer, so George has something going for him.

The Woodalls have strong connections with the Chart.  George’s 
parents were married at St  Andrew’s and his great  grandmother was 
Joyce Jarrett  who ran her grocery shop in Post  Office Row.  More 
grey haired readers will remember Joyce’s had the best  collection of 
penny sweets ever.

The Peter Rabbit Easter Egg Hunt  will take place in Ridlands Grove 
(park in the Ridlands Grove car park) over the Easter weekend:

                              Saturday, 15th April  - 2pm - 4pm
         Sunday and Monday, 16th and 17th April - 10am -4pm

Peter Rabbit and his helpers will hand out maps showing the sites of 
the recent  rash of building developments in the Grove – Fox Villa, 
Badger Barracks, the Owl House, Blue Tit  Cottage (now let).  Collect 
stamps from all these locations and you win an egg.  Everyone is 
welcome. Contributions to this very special cause are entirely 
voluntary, but they will really help young George.

NM



18

National Trust Lead Ranger’s Report 

There have sadly been two incidents recently of dogs going missing on 
Limpsfield Common or close by. On both occasions the owners of the 
dogs have turned to social media, and in particular Facebook, in the hope 
of finding their dogs. They posted stories on the local Facebook pages, 
which allowed them to reach a huge audience of people very quickly, 
many more than putting up ‘missing’ posters. This meant  that  there were 
numerous users of the common looking out for the dogs. For one of the 
missing dogs they were able to organise a large group of people through 
Facebook to act  as a search party to look for the dog, which ended up in 
success with the dog being found and reunited with its owner. The other 
missing dog was also found. 

The animal houses continue to attract a huge number of visitors, many of 
whom have never been to Limpsfield Common before. The reason for this 
is again down to social media, with many of the families writing about 
their visits on places like Facebook or Twitter, reaching out to huge 
audiences often looking to do similar things with their families.

If someone had told me ten years ago that social media would be one of 
the main ways that we would be communicating to our visitors to the 
countryside, I probably wouldn’t have believed them, but here we are 
today doing exactly that. Our National Trust Surrey Hills Facebook page 
has over 3000 followers spread over 45 countries, meaning that  even 
supporters the other side of the world can also hear about  the latest 
happenings on the Surrey Hills.

Mark Richards
O7770 887679	

We all need space; unless we have it we 
cannot reach that sense of quiet in which 
whispers of better things come to us gently.

Octavia Hill - Founder of the National Trust
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THE CARPENTERS ARMS
LIMPSFIELD CHART

Dale and his team welcome you to 
our friendly village pub and 
restaurant  serving delicious home 
cooked food. 

Please send us your views if you 
think we could do better or join our 
friends mailing list by emailing:
carpenters@westerham 
brewery.co.uk

http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

What is Happening at The Carpenters?

The Carpenters Arms have announced that  they have tied up with 
Botley Hill Farm and the White Bear at Fickleshole.  The aim of 
this move is to help with the sourcing of supplies but, more 
importantly, to find new ideas for the use of The Carpenters’ 
facilities and its menus.  The first  change has been the redecoration 
of the garden room (Brian Alexander from Pastens Road will be 
talking there about the 60’s pop world to the Titsey Rotary on 29th 
March).

To help with this change the group of Westerham Brewery investors 
who bought and refurbished the Carpenters have sold a minority 
stake to the Botley Hill Farm/White Bear group.  They have 
stressed that this change does not  alter their aim to keep The 
Carpenters as a viable village community pub.

Meanwhile we customers can look forward to the new menus, but 
hopefully not new prices!

NM

http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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I have been very lucky.  I am only a very ordinary  fisherman, but I have 
fished the chalk streams in Hampshire, lochans up in the hills in Scotland, 
a fat  river in France, and a marvellous stony river in Chile, with jungle 
coming down to the water’s edge and a gently smoking volcano in the 
distance.  But the day I remember was right  on my own doorstep, at Black 
Robins Farm in Grants Lane.  Black Robins is a beautiful 17th century red 
brick farm.   John Garner, who farms Black Robins, dammed the stream 
in the big field across the road from his farmhouse and created a 2 1/2 
acre lake complete with an island, two swans, two white geese, a dozen 
ducks, masses of moorhens, and trout.  From time to time there are twenty 
or so sheep and, occasionally, even a leering llama.  It is utterly peaceful, 
surrounded by woods, looking across the fields north to the Chart  ridge.  
Even the now infrequent passing trains seem quite romantic.

I went down to Black Robins mid-morning one Friday last  year, knowing 
I was going to be picked up some time after 3.  It  was a fine day, with a 
bit  of a breeze and the lake looked perfect.  But as I sat on a tree stump 
putting my kit  together (fishermen always have an immense amount of 
‘kit’) it  struck me that  there were no signs of any fish; nothing was rising, 

Gone	Fishing
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nothing was moving.  Still, I was there so I got on with it  and cast  out.  
Every time you cast a line out you have this odd belief that a fish will 
take it.  But nothing happened.  So after three quarters of an hour I 
moved to the dam from where you can cover the middle of the lake.  I 
got a nibble, probably a weed, but again no fish.  So finally I moved to 
the far bank.  Casting against a breeze is always more difficult but  I 
hoped for the best.  I changed the fly on the end of the line twice, I 
moved up and down the bank, but again nothing.  It was time for lunch.

While I was having my sandwiches there was time to think.  The great 
thing about fishing is that you are on your own, you don’t dress up – a 
pink shirt would frighten the fish.  At  the end of the day there is no 
score, no handicap, only you know if you have been lucky or made a 
mess of it.  Whatever happens you are doing it  in a beautiful place with 
the water running by.  And in a 2 1/2 acre lake I was trying to tempt a 
disinterested trout with a ¼” fly!

So I changed my fly again to a Red Montana, which looks like a woolly 
red and black bumble bee.  There was not much time left, so I moved up 
to the head of the lake by the island where there is a little bay with deep 
water and some weed that the fish like.  Not  expecting much I cast  out, 

 

The Building Professional 
Mark Elliott  FCIOB   

 30 Years Construction Experience  
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions 

Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms 
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 Telephone:  01883  348579    Mobi le :  07966  588985  

 
thebui ld ingpro fess ion al@gmai l .co m  
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waited and began to pull in, when a trout  grabbed the fly.  After a tussle I 
got it in, 1 1/2lb.  Feeling much better I cast to the other side of the bay 
beside the weed and again a trout struck, another 1lb.  Obviously the 
trout  clan had decided on an island meeting that morning.  So for the 
third time I dropped the fly in the middle of the bay.  After a few more 
casts I had another pull and another trout.  After a dead morning I was 
feeling very pleased with myself.  At  Black Robins you are allowed a 
catch of 4 trout  in a day’s fishing, so I was feeling very easy about 
everything.  So, for the last  time I cast west of the island where the swan 
usually nests.  I wasn’t expecting much when suddenly I got a 
tremendous pull.  I straightened my rod, loosened the line and the trout 
surged away across the lake.  This was a big one.  I would gradually pull 
it  in and then it would surge away, but  finally I had it  near the bank.  It 
was a big brownie, one of a wily bunch that live west  of the island who 
normally do not look at  a fly.  Clumsily, instead of netting it  I touched it 
with the edge of my net.  It gave a great heave and was off and gone.  In 
an odd way I felt  glad.  It had fought hard, it  looked a beautiful fish, and 
in all fairness it deserved to win.

I was still very happy.  I had caught three and it  was nearly time to go.  
So I cast  out just  to reel in properly and amazingly felt  another pull - a 
fourth trout.  It had been a great  day.  When I got  home I cleared up my 
kit, had a whisky and thought fondly of the HUGE trout which had got 
away.  But  of course everyone knows that all fishermen have this 
tendency to exaggerate.

Neil Mackay

A	Day	I‘ll	Remember

Is	 there	 a	 day	 you	 will	 never	 forget?	 	 The	 day	 when	 you,	 aged	 12,	
climbed	your	first	Munro	in	Scotland?	 	The	day	you	watched	Cook	score	
a	century	 against	 the	 Australians?	 	 The	 day	 you	finished	the	 Pilgrim’s	
Way	to	Canterbury?		Or	saw	a	Golden	Eagle	for	the	first	Hme?		Do	write	
and	tell	us	about	your	special	day	–	mackay717@bHnternet.com.

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
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Custom Interiors by Morag 

x Handmade curtains and blinds to 
the highest quality finish 

x Designer cushions and throws to 
compliment and lift your existing 
scheme 

x Help with your fabric selection and 
a full interior design service to 
give you the look you’ll love 

x Full decorating service 
x Full and part project management 

for house renovations, extensions 
and room updates 

Full and part  

Tel No.  
01883 722283 

     Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG 

Tel No. 
01883 
722283 
Mobile 

0777 394 
0422 

www.mora
g-

interiors.
co.uk  
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“The true meaning of life is to plant trees under whose shade you do not 
expect  to sit”.   Thought  for the season borrowed from a Royal Forestry 
Society newsletter this year.  For most  of us, this is not  the case.  We think of 
what trees can do for us in our lifetime and often it  has more to do with 
screening than shade.

In today's world, everything seems to be focussed on how fast it can happen, 
or is perceived to be better or how quickly it can occur.   Think of what the 
internet  has done for us in this respect.  Delivery guaranteed in hours or 
days.  Thankfully, it doesn't extend to the garden.  The garden provides one 
place where I think we can slow things down. Trees are a case in point.  Few 

Gardening Notes
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Which would 
you rather 

have?
highland wildlife photography

FREE
THOROUGHBRED HORSE MANURE 

with virtually no straw, sawdust or shavings etc
 Collect from Limpsfield Chart, by wheel barrow or trailer, and take it home. 

It’s the best food available for your plants and flowers. 
 0777 178 4322 .

     

of us have room for the slow growing majesty of an Oak or Beech tree, 
although columnar forms of both are available.  With something that 
makes such an impact and is costly to deal with if it  turns out to be the 
wrong tree for the job, good information is needed.  Visit  Frank P. 
Matthew's website catalogue, which details trees from VS Very Small 
1.25/4ft , S Small up to  4m/13ft, M Medium up to 6m/20ft and L Large 
over 6m/20ft.   The listing is comprehensive, covering ornamental trees, 
fruit, soft fruit, hedging in season (Nov) and even hire of plants for a 
special occasion.  They supply numerous garden centres too, so the 
chances are that  you have seen their distinctive 'Trees for Life' tags.  Some 
species to look at  include Cornus florida, Elaeagnus 'Quicksilver',  Malus 
floribunda and Profusion – superb small flowering trees with high 
ornamental value and Pyrus 'Chantilcleer', which has a narrow conical 
shape, glossy leaves and superb autumn colour.

However, gardens are a source of immense renewal in literal and figurative 
terms. If I come to the garden in an angry or frustrated state of mind, it's 
not long lived.  Sometimes a conscious decision has to be made, to push 
'pause' and enter that  parallel universe where current issues do not matter, 
and absorb the nature of what is growing in your garden, which by mid-
March, is responding to increasing light and temperature.    

As I write, snowdrops are out, daffodils are poking through. At  least they 
are not  ridiculously early this year. It's time to cut down my Miscanthus 
'Silver Feather', which is 8ft (2.4) high and almost as wide.  It's a plant 
used in filtration systems and not suitable for the small garden, but  I have 
it hemmed in for the moment.  If anyone would like a clump, do get in 
touch!  All deciduous grasses can have their annual haircut around Feb/
March, before too much new growth is visible.  Coloured stem dogwoods 
need the older stems removing.   If you are puzzling over your clematis at 
the moment, the general maxim is that  if a plant  flowers in or before May, 
prune it  after flowering, and if it  flowers after May, prune early in the year, 
usually February/early March, but don't  fret  unduly if you haven't  pruned 
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at  the time of going to press.  Prune a bit  lighter if growth has advanced 
significantly, if not do the normal prune.  Later pruning will simply delay 
the usual flowering.

We planted several new shrubs last  autumn, including a tree heath, Erica 
arborea.  This is a very hardy large version of heather that will grow into a 
substantial bush – 5/6ft (1.5-2m).  It's a worthy addition to any acid soil 
garden.  All new plantings should be monitored to ensure they are not 
being smothered by weeds or munched by anything. They will benefit 
from a mulch to keep moisture in and suppress the weeds.  Our perennial 
borders need some careful attention, to ensure we don't  throw the baby out 
with the bath water!  If in doubt, wait a bit  longer.  This is a good 
opportunity to lift  and divide congested perennials such as Hosta, Aster, 
Kniphofia....anything that is in a substantial clump will benefit  from this 
and can be spread out more or the surplus potted up to offer for exchanges 
with friends.  We have a clump of Butterbur that we try and restrict  under 
a yew hedge.  It  is invasive and I would not commend it  unless you have a 
scrap of indifferent ground where it  wouldn't  matter.  However, the  
flowers are pretty and strong smelling, reminding me of cherry pie.

Last  autumn, we had to move a large established Hebe.  It  was approx 
5x5ft (1.5m) with thick stems.  I thought its chances of success were 
slender, so we took cuttings before I halved it in size and dug it  up, 
pruning the rootball too.  Often, when you cut into old wood on a Hebe, 
they don't regenerate.  However, this one had several young shoots 
emerging at  the base of the plant.  This year, it  has survived and I  think 
it's going to thrive in its new position.

We planted a lot more daffodils for naturalizing too and I look forward to 
seeing a renewed sward in the driveway and orchard areas.  It's important 
to allow foliage to die down naturally when trying to establish new 
plantings, or the bulbs will be weakened.

Don't  forget  to protect your sowings of flowers or vegetables from the 
usual marauders, mice, birds, slugs, snails, and even well-meaning or 
wayward cats and dogs.  And remember, time in your garden is time out.  

Emily Tawse
gardeneye@outlook.com

mailto:gardeneye@outlook.com
mailto:gardeneye@outlook.com
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Saying Goodbye To Jocelyn
O n S u n d a y , 1 9 t h 
February her many 
friends in the village 
said goodbye to Lady 
Jocelyn Critchett who, 
after 50 years on the 
Chart, is leaving to live 
near her son Charles in 
Bristol.

Jocelyn Critchett and 
her husband Sir Ian 
moved to Pastens Road 
in 1967.  Ian Critchett 
worked in the Foreign 
Office, but  Uplands was 
home to Xanthe and 
Charles, Jocelyn’s five 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n a n d 
generations of hard 
w a l k i n g m i n i a t u r e 
dachshunds.  Jocelyn 
w a s o n e o f t h o s e 
marvellous people who 
are always ready to help 
things happen.  Before 
the Council got into 

recycling she organised the collection of waste paper to help Pastens 
Children’s Home.  In 1978 she was the mover behind the Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee celebration on the cricket field, and following on from that she 
helped set up the children’s playground beside the cricket  field.  Many of 
us remember Jocelyn as Brown Owl shepherding her Brownies in to St 
Andrew’s on high days and holidays.  Until recently she ran the Spring 
Fair and helped with the August teas.  For years she worked tirelessly for 
Link, helping people get  to the medical centre in Oxted and to East 
Surrey Hospital.

Every Sunday morning Jocelyn would be in her seat  in St Andrew’s.  She 
said she would miss the Chart and we shall all miss her.

NM



30

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY

March – June 2017

St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian worship and to serve our 

locality.  Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, or Revd 

Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters.

REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday  8am Said Eucharist 10am Sung Eucharist with hymns

Children and families are welcome every Sunday but  on the first  Sunday in the 

month the service is especially child friendly. There are always activities at the 

back of the Church for the children.  

Monday  6 - 6.45pm Meditation Group       Wednesday  9am Morning prayer

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

Monday 24th April, 22nd May, 28th June 3.30 - 4.30

There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and songs in 

the Church.  This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with their parents.

EVENTS

Coffee Morning The Carpenters Arms 10.30 - 12 noon

Tuesday 7th March, 4th April, 2nd May, 6th June

Saturday 20th May 12 - 3pm St Andrew’s Chart Spring Fair

SERVICES

26th March 10am Mothering Sunday

 13th April Maundy Thursday 7pm Passover Supper

14th April Good Friday 10am Service followed by Hot Cross Buns

16th April 10am Parish Eucharist 

REGISTER

26th February Baptism of Monty William Rodgers
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S

Minister in Charge Revd Wendy Harvey 723153

Team Rector
          Vicar

Revd James Percival
Revd Vincent Short

712512
01959 577289

Honorary Curates Revd Ruth Rainbird
Revd Gerald South

713681
01959 577598

Dr Sue Compton Reader 730522

Team Communications
Administrator

Caroline Campbell 712512

Church Wardens Gareth Morgan
Eileen Perryer

017764 187 717
712086

Treasurer Melanie Calver 714196

PCC Secretary Brenda Pottle 715980

Captain of Bells Ian Day 01959 561691

Choir Shanie Kirkwood 722107

Church Cleaning Brenda Pottle 715980

Church Flowers Shanie Kirkwood 722107

Church Garden Bruce Buckingham 01732 864276

Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle 715980

Good Neighbours
Organisers

Elizabeth Roberts
Ann Fletcher

722369
713888

Health and Safety Officer Bruce Buckingham 01732 864276

Organists Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire

717100
723257
715980
01959 524887

Sacristan Ann Fletcher 713888

Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke
Brenda Pottle

723289
715980

St Andrew’s Hall Bookings Lorna Tooth
lornathursfield@yahoo.co.uk

730310
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Priest’s Letter
Happy Easter Everyone
Welcome to this time of celebration.  Springtime.  Summer is coming.  
There is a new feeling in the air, a promise of something good and 
wonderful.  The bells are ringing, the Gloria is sung.  Alleluia.   The first 
Easter was rather different  to that.  It  all started rather gradually.  It  was a 
complete mystery, Jesus had gone and the disciples were frightened.  
New starts can be confusing and frightening even if they are good.  Think 
of the first  day at a new school or a new job. New starts lead gradually 
into something good. Emily Dickinson said ‘the truth must dazzle 
gradually or every man be blind’.   Only gradually did the disciples come 
to realize that Jesus was actually alive, which was a great  consolation to 
them but a complete mystery. Patiently they had to wait  to see what it  all 
meant. God is in the waiting. A bit  like Jasper’s beanstalk.  Jasper the cat 
was given a seed.  Monday he planted the seed and waited.  Tuesday he 
watered it and waited.  Wednesday he couldn’t  wait any more and dug it 
up to see what was happening. Thursday he threw it away and discarded 
it as useless.  Friday and Saturday nothing happened.  Sunday it produced 
a sprout and started to grow.

There is no way we can rush or force good things to blossom and grow.  
We need patience and hope and vision. Easter is the vision.  Unless we 
have a dream, it is harder to know where we are going, what we are 
looking for, what it  is we really want in life.  Easter is the vision that  new 
life is possible even after the darkest  night.  Even after Christ  was thrown 
away and discarded, he rose up to new life.  Even when our lives are 
gloomy or tedious or painful or just  plain dull, there is that possibility of 
heaven, of bliss on earth.  And very often it  comes unexpectedly.  Just 
when we have completely given up all hope of something good, there it 
is. The new shoot pushing through the earth. A gift from God. The 
possibility of new love, of old love renewed, of love and friendship 
shared with others.

So I hope that this Easter you will all find time to pause and reflect, to see 
what is happening in your lives, to spot  those new shoots growing, to see 
yourselves differently in the dazzling truth that you are always 
completely and utterly loved by God, no matter who you are or what you 
do. God bless you.

 Wendy Harvey (723153)
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Most  Chart  residents will have walked a part of the Greensand Way, 
even if they didn't  realise it  at  the time. It  is a long distance walking trail 
that starts in Haslemere, Surrey and ends, 110 miles later, at Hamstreet 
in Kent near the coast, south of Ashford. Near to its centre, the route 
comes through Limspfield Chart, where there is a stone plaque at  its half 
way point, the six ways junction near Goodley Stock on the High Chart.

Its origin goes back to the 1970s when Geoffrey Hollis, a well known 
member of The Ramblers in Surrey, proposed the route along the 
Greensand Ridge. The name 'greensand' comes from the green coloured 
mineral glauconite, which is unevenly distributed among the sandstone 
rock and gives it  a greenish tinge, although, on exposure to the 
atmosphere, it is oxidised, giving it a yellow staining.

The route has a distinctive Greensand Way waymark sign in Surrey, 
which is a drawing of Leith Hill Tower. The whole route in Surrey is 
checked and maintained regularly with the help of volunteers from the 
Surrey section of The Ramblers.  It  takes the walker along paths which, 
in many places, give unparalleled views to the south across the Weald as 
well as northwards to the North Downs.

If you would like to walk a section of this long distance trail, try the 5.5 
miles between Broadham Green and Goodley Stock, which should take 
no more than 2.5 hours and goes through much of Limpsfield Common.

  The Greensand Way
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From Tanhouse Road  cross a stile opposite The Haycutter and walk 
through the field to a stile. Cross, then bear left and follow the path to 
a complex of buildings at Oxted Mill, which was a water mill, used to 
produce flour in the 19th century. Walk down Spring Lane and up to 
Woodhurst  Lane, taking the narrow path almost opposite. This 
eventually becomes a metalled drive to a T-junction, turn left and after 
220 yards cross Rockfield Road and follow the bridleway ahead. At 
entrance to West  Heath take left fork up to a metalled lane and 
continue along to St  Michaels. Built  in 1895, this was formerly a girls 
school. Cross Wolf ’s Row and walk over the common to New Road.

Cross the road and follow the main track over the common to Brick 
Kiln Lane. Bear right along the road, then after 120 yards take the 
footpath on your left and cross the golf course diagonally for 50 
yards. Cross the road taking the footpath to the left  of Pains Hill 
Chapel and follow it  to Pastens Lane. Turn left  and walk to the end of 
the road. Turn left at  Pastens Cottage, and continue along the footpath 
ahead to the road at  Limpsfield Chart. Cross the road, turn right and 
walk along the tarmac path for 270 yards. Cross Ridlands Rise and go 
ahead, passing the Carpenters Arms to the junction. Cross and follow 
the footpath ahead, then after 250 yards bear left. Follow the path for 
about 2/3 mile, going over three broad cross-tracks. Bear left at the 
next  junction and continue to a meeting of six tracks at  the county 
boundary. If you take the track ahead between houses to the road at 
Goodley Stock you will now be in Kent and hopefully you will have 
organised transport back home.

Tony Pearson
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Bright as a button

For details of school Open Mornings contact Nick Tappin on 
01883 733841 or visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk

Hazelwood School, Wolfs Hill, Oxted RH8 0QU

Continual assessment ensures that pupils stay on track and  
achieve the stretching targets set for them. Our small class  
sizes allow them to cotton on quickly to what is expected.

Places available for Year 3 entry in 2018
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The Marmalade Men
In our Christmas issue, four ladies suggested recipes for 
keeping the family fed over the holidays. This time we feature 
two men making Seville Marmalade. Both are adamant that 
this is not a kitchen takeover, merely a statement that  
making (Seville) marmalade is an art form.

Robert O’Donovan: The 
f o l l o w i n g r e c i p e i s 
definitely a boys' recipe, 
the marmalade comes out 
somewhat  cloudy, the 
opposite of Golden Shred, 
but it tastes good and you 
can make a lot in the 
minimum of time.  First 
buy your Seville oranges. 
My recommendation is to 
use Redhill market and 
aim to buy in mid-
January. The price will be 
l o w e r t h a n t h e 
s u p e r m a r k e t , w h o 
a n y w a y o n l y s t o c k 
S e v i l l e o r a n g e s 

intermittently.  Buy four pounds of oranges and add in three or four 
lemons.  Scrub the fruit, in case they have been waxed.  Then put 2 pints 
of water in a pressure cooker and boil the oranges and lemons under 
pressure for about  10 minutes, (half an hour unpressurised.) Transfer the 
mixture to a bowl, cut  the oranges roughly in half, give the mixture a stir 
and leave for 24 or 48 hours. The idea is to let the pectin in the pith and 
pips soak into the water.

Strain off but  keep the liquid and separate the skins from the pith and pips. 
I then shred the skins using an old Spong mincer on its coarsest  setting. 
The shredding is done in seconds. How people have the patience to shred 
the skins with a knife is quite beyond me. Our Spong mincer was inherited 
from my wife's mother. However, you may think marriage and inheritance  
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David Wickham: Mine 
is a bit of a cheat, since 
it is largely based  on a 
Delia Smith recipe, 
with a few tweaks! I 
gently simmer 3 lbs of 
seville oranges and a 
couple of lemons in 
five pints of water,  for 
getting on for three 
hours. I then scoop the 
flesh from the fruit and 
put it   in a pot with 
about  a pint  of the 
liquid and simmer that 
for ten minutes or so, 
and then strain with all 

is a  rather drastic way to acquire one and it may be less expensive to buy 
one second-hand or use a food processor.

Then assemble the shredded skins and liquid in a preserving pan and add 
two pounds of sugar. Boil while stirring intermittently until the bubbling 
sounds fierce and aggressive. Then place the marmalade in jars 
(previously sterilised with boiling water), allow to cool and you should 
have about six pounds of marmalade.  You can vary the fruit  content. I 
think substituting limes for lemons produces a nice tangy result. 
Grapefruit  can be a bit  bland. Some say that  adding citric acid improves 
the flavour; I have tried but not noticed any difference. Whisky is 
supposed to help preserve the flavour but I have never been able to bring 
myself to add whisky: suppose it didn't  work then what  a waste that 
would have been!

my might  so as to get  as much of the juice from the fruit  as I can.  At  the  
same time, I jettison the lemon peel and slice the orange peel into thick 
chunks, which, whatever Robert says, doesn’t take very long. 

The important thing is to leave the liquid overnight, and the following 
day put  the cut peel into the pan  and heat  again. When it  is hot, I add 
tons of warmed sugar (I dare not  say  how much, but I am experimenting 
as the years go by and using slightly less and less). Once the sugar is 
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dissolved  and the mixture gently boiling, I can leave  it  on the stove for  
about another three hours, until it has thickened up, and is the colour of 
burnt oak. It is now ready for bottling into jars that  have been  sterilised in 
the oven.  With some batches, because you can’t possibly make enough to 
last you the season with one batch, I add some whiskey and that does 
work: you just have to be careful not to have too much in the morning!  
There is nothing nicer than breakfast with a slice or two of thick toast, 
lashings of butter and a topping of my dark rich marmalade.

And the verdicts: 
Robert: David's marmalade is one for the connoisseur. Rich dark and 
voluptuous. As you bite into one of the many chunks of skin you get  a 
wonderful burst of deep flavour. The ultimate antidote to Golden Shred!

David: Robert’s marmalade is light, very fruity and with a absolute taste 
of morning sunshine, whatever the weather or time of day. The buttered 
toast has never tasted better. Brilliant!

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including

Extensions
Refurbishment

Orangeries
Loft conversions

Landscaping

References from satisfied customers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426

5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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Chart events

The Limpsfield Common Local Committee's Annual Meeting will be 
held on 1st July at St Andrew's Hall at 11am, followed by a light bite and 
wine or soft drink. If you are a Friend or Taskforce member you will be 
especially welcome.

St Andrew’s Bridge  Drive  on Friday, 17th February, was held at 
Crockham Hill Village Hall (bigger hall, more parking).  Well organised 
by Melanie Calver, there were 21 tables which raised £1307 for St 
Andrew’s.  Melanie particularly thanked all the cake bakers, tea makers, 
ticket sellers and table movers who had helped to make the Drive such a 
successful event.

NADFAS changes name  to The  Arts Society.  The National Decorative 
& Fine Arts Society has decided to shorten its name to The Arts Society.  
The local society has been running for over 40 years and its programme of 
lectures and outings stay the same.  Enquiries to Wynne Gifford 712105.

Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance.  Our local air ambulance 
service is concerned that they may have to leave their base at  Redhill 
Airport because of Tandridge Council’s Zonal plan.  With ever increasing 
traffic they are a crucial voluntary local service.  Not  long ago their 
helicopter landed on Little Heath to deal with an accident on Kent Hatch 
Road.

90th birthdays on the  Chart.  John Lawrance from Post  Office Row and 
Bette Baker from Stoneleigh Road have both had very successful 90th 
birthday parties.  Are there more coming up – please let us know?

St Andrew’s Spring Fair.  20th May 12 – 3 pm.
One for your diary.  Everyone on the Chart  seems to turn up for the Spring 
Fair.  All the usual attractions – cakes, plants, local lamb, local sausages, 
local honey, toys, bottle tombola, bouncy castle, beer tent, refreshments.  
All the fun of the fair.
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The Chart News is a combined effort by  two 
editors, an editorial board of five, numerous 
helpers,  professional proof readers who do the 
most valuable job of all, and a first rate and very 
helpful printer.  Many thanks to all of them.

Wednesday Group – meetings 8 pm, for 8.15 St Andrew’s Hall
April 5  AGM and Beetle Drive
May 3rd  Recycling in Tandridge by Rob Luck
June 7th  The Best of Southern England by Kev Reynolds
Enquiries : Marianne Harris 722108

Race Night Saturday, 22nd April - 6 pm for first race at 6.30.  St 
Andrew’s Hall
The Race Night  is being organised to raise support for two children’s 
charities, Tadworth Children’s Hospital for Brain Injurys and The Shooting 
Star Children’s Hospice.  Tickets £15, including fish and chip supper.  
Ring Perryer 712086.

Stolen Children by David Wickham on the  short list.  David is one of 
the Chart  News editors and his novel about the Argentine under military 
dictatorship has been put  on the British Book Awards short  list for most 
successful first novel of the year.
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DOG	WALKING

Reliable 	and	friendly	 sports 	fit	 local	
lady	 who	loves	dogs:	 I	 take	canine	
friends	for	an	hour	to	an	hour	and	a	
half	 brisk	 walks,	 or	 for	 energeDc	
younger	dogs,	runs	of	7	or	8	miles	–	
any	day	by	mutual	arrangement.	

Overnight	 stays 	 –	 with	 a	 secure	
walled	 garden,	 this 	 is 	 a	 more	
homely	 and	 friendly	 environment	
than	tradiDonal	kennels.

Call	07880	632184			Email:	
edgies6@yahoo.co.uk

'ALL TRADES' HANDYMAN

Prices per hour, half day, full day or longer 

No obligation quotations

Fully insured, local references available

Please contact;
A F Bundle & Sons, Caterham, Surrey

07831-779497, 01883-349721
chris.bundle30@gmail.com
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ARNOLD HEIJMER

CLOCKMAKER
B.H.I. Qualified horologist,est. 27 yrs

REPAIR & RESTORATION OF
Clocks and Barometers

      Wheel and pinions made
       Dials restored
       All work guaranteed
       Free estimates

LIMPSFIELD CHART
01883 722257

CONFIDENTIAL 
COUNSELLING

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and 
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 

low Self-Esteem, Isolation, 
Loneliness, Infertility,

Miscarriage, Stress

For further information 
without commitment

07507 602744

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre 
01883 717277

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

Chiropodist
Kim Sullivan

SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

01883 723412
Are your feet complaining?

Give them a treat, 
they deserve it!
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ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ��hW�͕��y�͕�EƵĸĞůĚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�
ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ� 
ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ 

Type to enter text

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
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St Andrew's ChurchSt Andrew's Church Wendy  HarveyWendy  Harvey 723153

Bell RingersBell Ringers Ian Day 01959 561691

Chart SingersChart Singers Annie BlanchardAnnie Blanchard 722049

Toddler GroupToddler Group Catherine KinnearCatherine Kinnear 723659

Wednesday GroupWednesday Group Marianne HarrisMarianne Harris 722108

Cricket ClubCricket Club Sue O'RourkeSue O'Rourke 734587

Golf Club Keith JohnsonKeith Johnson 723405

Carpenters ArmsCarpenters Arms Dale Harris 722209

Memorial StoresMemorial Stores Kerry DanielsKerry Daniels 713306

Limpsfield SchoolLimpsfield School Jenny BairdJenny Baird 723183

National Trust WardenNational Trust Warden Mark RichardsMark Richards 07770 887679

St Andrew's FairsSt Andrew's Fairs Brenda PottleBrenda Pottle 715980

St Andrew's HallSt Andrew's Hall Lorna ToothLorna Tooth 730310

The Chapel Jonathan AveryJonathan Avery 382492

British LegionBritish Legion Colin Foley 722105

Chart News Neil MackayNeil Mackay 723231

If you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David WickhamIf you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David WickhamIf you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David WickhamIf you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David WickhamIf you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David WickhamIf you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David Wickham

on 01883 652113on 01883 652113
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The children’s play ground next the cricket pitch is apparently no good for 
very small children, because there are no swings small enough.  Apparently, 
the piece of land given by the National Trust  was not  huge, and after taking 
advice from, amongst  others, the organisers at  Master Park in Oxted, the 
local residents who got  the playground going in 2008, decided against a 
swing because of the room one would take up, and because of Health and 
Safety considerations. That  didn’t suit 17 month old Naya, who had to go to 
Hurst Green with her Mummy to play on the swing! Naya looked safe 
enough in the padded swing, no matter how high her mother pushed her.!

The play area at  Hurst Green looks no bigger than ours, but those who 
plotted the layout  at Limpsfield Chart  years ago decided on a set  of play 
things that a number of children could use together.  But if we want to attract 
young parents with very small children to this area, perhaps we  now need to 
re-think that  idea - and find room for a swing aan extend the area to include 
some play things for their little charges. 

DW

No room for a Swing!No room for a swing!
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       SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 

x 15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall. 

x 6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).   
x Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis. 

x Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes. 

x Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports. 
x Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates. 

Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk   Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk 

Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH         Tel. 01883 714079 

07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  

Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 
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The Barman’s Choice
Chateau de Pitray 2011:  under £10 at Majestic

It  is always pleasing to spot a bargain and even more pleasing to me to come 
across a wine which to my untutored palate seems to be extremely good 
value and in a price range that it can be considered as a reasonable choice for 
everyday lunch or dinner.  For reasons unknown to me the editors have 
suggested that I should occasionally share some of my choices with readers 
of the Chart  News. So here is my first.  Some few years ago my wife and I 
were invited to a wedding in a small village in the delightful Bordeaux 
region.  Weekend accommodation was required and from the huge range of 
possibilities we chose to stay at  the Chateau de Pitray.  The description rather 
indicated that  the accommodation was mature but comfortable with a 
significant added attraction of having its own vineyard.

Chateau de Pitray has been owned by the same family for over 600 years.  It 
is located between the rivers Gironde and Dordogne and is one of the leading 
properties in the Cotes de Castillion.  Surrounded by a large park and 
hectares of vines,  the current  chateau was built in the 17th century.  We were, 
as we hoped, invited to tour the vineyard and, importantly, taste the wines.  
The grape varieties were mainly Cabernet Franc and Merlot.  At  the time of 
our visit  the owner recommended the 2006 vintage which was delicious and 
available at Majestic Wines in Sanderstead for just over £7 a bottle – great 
value in my opinion.  I have purchased later vintages and have not  been 
disappointed.  The current vintage available at Majestic Wines is 2011 and is 
described by them as having a beautiful garnet-red robe with aromas of 
cassis fruits coupled with subtle vanilla tones.  I could not possibly describe 
it in the same way but to my palate it  is an excellent accompaniment  to most 
light meats.

Unfortunately inflation and the fall in the value of the pound have taken their 
toll and £7 is now just  under £10 for readers if a copy of the Chart  News is 
taken to Majestic Wines in Sanderstead, and they will most likely receive a 
further discount  if six bottles are purchased.  Probably seven bottles for the 
price of six! 

I hope my followers will agree with Robert  Parker, the doyen of wine 
commentators that  this chateau produces a smooth, round and generous wine 
that delivers immediate gratification.

Brian Harris
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A touch of Folklore?

PLATINUM PLUMBING

Your friendly and reliable local plumber

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
- City & Guilds qualified
- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
- No call out charge
- Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784   07891 782727

www.crabwood.co.uk CRABWOOD 
13 BLUEHOUSE LANE, OXTED, SURREY RH8 0AA 

Small self- contained flats for independent senior citizens 

x Affordable rents 
x Unfurnished 
x Resident part-time manager 
x Attractive gardens 
x Close to Oxted town centre, station and shops 

Interested now or for the future?  

 If so please contact:  The Manager 0796 3669 452 manager@crabwood.co.uk 

Oxted, Limpsfield & District Housing Association Ltd 

www.crabwood.co.uk 

A charitable Registered Social Landlord – Homes & Communities Agency. Reg. No. L0691 
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The Chart Interview

Michael Rainbird 
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A bit of London’s East End hearabouts
Over many centuries local people have given freely of their time to 
maintain the very special character and community of Limpsfield 
Chart. In our own era Michael Rainbird has joined their ranks. When he 
and Ruth moved here in the mid-1960s, it  was not only a large area of 
outstanding natural beauty, but  also a more closely defined community. 
Most  things needed in life could be found on the Chart, including shops 
and a post  office, a half-hourly bus service into Oxted, two builders’ 
yards providing local employment and many families with a long 
association with the community and the church. Many of the houses in 
and around Stoneleigh Road were council houses, giving homes to a 
more socially diverse local population, while the larger houses on the 
Chart did not change hands with any regularity. People seemed to know 
each other better.

Michael, born in Tooting in 1935, spent  his youth in Sutton, apart from 
a short  wartime evacuation to Coventry. He remembers the ‘pool of 
light’ visible from London burning in the Blitz, and hearing a 
‘doodlebug’ explode nearby in 1944. His father was a construction 
manager and Michael followed him into the same line of work, 
qualifying as a chartered surveyor and specialising in general 
construction projects in Britain and overseas. National Service was in 
the Royal Engineers, partly in West Africa, and he later returned to 
Lagos for a year to supervise building projects for his firm, Widnell and 
Trollope of London.

He married Ruth, who was working as a nurse, in 1963, and they 
moved to Limpsfield the following year. Their first house was in St. 
Andrew’s Way, followed by Detillens Lane, Hookwood, Crockham Hill 
and now in Stoneleigh Road overlooking the Chart cricket  ground. This 
fifty-two year association with the Chart  gives him a unique 
perspective on the area but it has been supplemented by numerous 
voluntary roles he has taken on to enhance the quality of life for local 
people.

These roles include being, at various times, Chairman of Governors at 
Limpsfield School, parish councillor, driver for Link, volunteer with 
the National Trust task force, helping to organise the Chart  Men’s 
Dinner, and various roles at St. Andrew’s including treasurer, 
churchwarden, chorister, keyholder and now general ‘dogsbody’ (he 
had just returned from taking down the Christmas tree). 
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 
8RF

Tel 01342 893351
07807699781

knowles-stainedglassworks@hotmail.co.uk
www.knowlesstainedglassworks.co.uk

Come and spend a happy and  worthwhile morning at

THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Charity No 262608

Hoskins Road, Oxted

Learn new skills or perfect old ones under expert guidance, 
free of charge, in bright, friendly and informal surrpoundings.

We specialise in

Chair reseating in cane, seagrass or upholstery,
Needlecrafts, Sewing, Knitting,

Packaging, Remembrance Day Poppies, etc

Come as often as you like.
We may be able to arrange transport form you.

Do pop in - you can be sure of a friendly welcome.

Contact Dee Graham (01883 715189) for more information.
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St. Andrew’s Church has been at the centre of Michael’s life for over 
fifty years, and Ruth, ordained in 2001, is herself Honorary Curate. He 
loves the church, a distinctive building by a renowned architect in Sir 
Reginald Blomfield, who also designed the Menin Gate and St. George’s 
Church in Ypres. Its interior is full of the history of the Chart over the 
last century, its bell tower used by generations of bell-ringers. He regrets 
the passing of an age when the church was central in every sense to 
Chart life, when the congregation would swell with families regularly 
bringing their children. He reflects on how the church was supported by 
many families long established in the area. The maelstrom of modern 
life, including Sunday shopping, the erosion of council housing and the 
disappearance of a sense of obligation have all contributed to falling 
congregation numbers, as have conflicts within the church. Nevertheless 
St. Andrew’s remains at  the heart  of the local Chart community and 
Michael is playing his part to keep it  there. He realises churches must 
adapt  to survive and explains how the church and church hall, whose 
committee he chairs, are used for many community purposes including 
concerts, summer teas, family celebrations and even ‘champing’ by 
Brownies, a new concept of camping in church grounds. 

Another local role is chairman of the Limpsfield and Oxted Cottage 
Society. This provident  society was founded in the early twentieth 
century and owns about  seventy housing units in the area, mainly in 
Hurst Green. Although founded to provide housing for persons of 
limited means (cynics suggested it  was for the ‘gardeners and chauffeurs 
of the gentry’), nowadays it  hopes to accommodate people providing 
essential services to the local community, but  whose income is 
inadequate in this area of high housing costs. Lack of affordable housing 
is a problem facing most communities in the south-east. On the Chart 
itself there has been virtually no new building for many years, apart 
from the grandiose development on the old Marie Curie site. Even the 
Cottage Society owns no houses on the Chart. Michael cannot see this 
changing because of the obvious physical restrictions on finding suitable 
development land.

Michael quietly goes about his business, and the service which he and 
Ruth give to both church and community is selfless, understated and of 
huge value to all who live here. As a volunteer with the National Trust 
Task Force every Thursday, a community group of about forty-five 
people, he is helping to restore the physical landscape in which we live, 
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An Easter Bonnet
We asked Morag Roulston to make a jolly Easter Bonnet, and to 
tell everyone how they might do the same. 

returning parts of it to how it must have looked a half-century ago. He 
would like to do the same with many other aspects of Chart life, but 
recognises that  we are but fleeting faces in the area’s long history. Just as 
the Chart  to which he and Ruth came in 1964 must have seemed 
impossibly modern to the pre-1914 generation, so he recognises in 2017 
the price of technological and social change. What matters is his 
commitment  to pass on timeless community values to that  new 
generation. 

David Walsh

This was  not one of 
our usual tasks at 
Custom Interiors by 
Morag, but one we 
enjoyed doing., and 
we hope you will 
enjoy how we made 
the bonnet, should 
you take on the task. 

We kept  the making 
very simple by using 
only circles and 
straight pieces of 
f a b r i c s o n o 
millinery expertise 
required.  We used 
cur ta in buckram 
(stiffening in the 
curtain heading) for 
the hat rim.  It is 
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ironed in between two pieces of fabric.  The technical bit  was working 
out the size so that it fits.  You just need to measure your head and draw 
that circle onto a piece of paper.  Then draw the width of the hat  brim.  
Cut  out  that shape in buckram and two larger pieces in your fabrics.  You 
can sew on a ribbon or bias binding ending or just  trim and glue on a 
finished edge. The fun bit  was doing a piece of ‘quilt as you go’ fabric 
for the rest  of the hat.  For this we cut strips of fabric and machined them 
onto some curtain interlining and quilted each piece as we went along.  
This quilting is a great way of getting a finished piece of fabric, already 
quilted, quickly.  You can use this quilted fabric to make tote bags, 
cushion fronts, throws and of course quilts.  It is all machined which is 
something that  we don’t do very much of as all our curtains and blinds 
are hand sewn.  We did have to do a little hand sewing with the very top 
of the hat but  you can just not  do this if you lack confidence.  We then 
finished it  by gluing on bought Easter decorations.  You could of course 
make pom-poms yourself and create little rabbits, chicks or sheep.

I am very lucky that  I have such talented curtain makers.  In their spare 
time one makes felted dolls as you will see in the photo – many hours of 
stabbing wool to create beautiful decorations.  

If you would like to have the Easter hat  in the photo, go onto our 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/custominteriorsbymorag?
ref=hl) and ‘like’ and comment and we will select a winner at  random.  
Then you will be set for your Easter party!

Morag	Roulston

Easter Quips
What do you mean you don't believe in homosexuality? It's not like the 
Easter Bunny, your belief isn't necessary. 
   - Lea DeLaria

My mom used to say that Greek Easter was later because then you get 
stuff cheaper. 
   - Amy Sedaris

Passover and Easter are the only Jewish and Christian holidays that 
move in sync, like the ice skating pairs we saw during the winter 
Olympics.
   - Marvin Olasky 

https://www.facebook.com/custominteriorsbymorag?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/custominteriorsbymorag?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/custominteriorsbymorag?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/custominteriorsbymorag?ref=hl
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Gu9ers																																																																																																
Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References	available
Call	John	Mulley
Tel:	01883	716245
Mob:	07711	747640

CHIROPODIST
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA.

Health Professions Council Registered
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Ingledale Therapy Centre
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE

Appointments 07766 141179
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41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS

SERVICE AND REPAIRS  TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS

TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779

OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN

LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES

Ltd

Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction

www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199

Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126
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Your photographs for the Chart News

As you know, the Chart News is full of photographs and a colour one on 
the cover.  We are always looking for photographs of the village: cricket in 
the summer, St Andrew’s in the snow, your kids (or dogs) sitting in the 
bluebells, horses tethered outside The Carpenters, golfers putting on the 5th 
green, views out  over the Weald and all our woods, and the birds, badgers 
and foxes in them.  Or anything of interest  on The Chart. Cover pictures are 
always portrait, but inside they can be landscape or portrait, but they do 
have to be of good quality. If you would like your photos considered, 
please email them to dwickham@ indimage.com. 

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you 
have anything you want to write about, boast about, 
complain about, comment about, or simply say! Contact 
Neil Mackay, on 01883 723231 or by email: 
mackay717@btinternet.com

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
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Limpsfield Neighbourhood Plan

During the next few weeks the Limpsfield Neighbourhood Plan Household 
Survey will drop through your letterbox. Do please fill it  in and return it to 
the Parish Council. The survey takes the form of a questionnaire and is 
intended to assess the views of residents as to how they see Limpsfield 
developing over a 20 year period. 

The Neighbourhood Plan sets out  a vision for the future of Limpsfield and 
will contain policies which Tandridge planning officers will have to take 
into account. Such policies could influence where new homes or shops are 
built, how much housing is built and what type. It is likely to provide 
protection to some of Limpsfield’s green spaces such as the Glebe Field.

The policies contained in a Neighbourhood Plan should, so far as possible, 
reflect the views of residents. These views  are being tested in a number of 
ways. First, last  summer the Parish Council invited residents to join "topic 
groups", each group being tasked with looking at  particular issues in 
detail, such as housing need, building design, infrastructure, or the 
environment. Secondly there was an initial survey to test  residents' views 
as to what  they thought were the most  important issues, and this took place 
last November. In fact parking and traffic problems in Limpsfield High 
Street  turned out to be a major issue of concern but  a difficult one;  
everyone agrees there is a problem, but not one with any obvious solution. 
The protection of the character of the area was another major concern.

The purpose of the household survey is to explore the main issues in more 
detail, enabling a draft to be drawn up. It will be checked by Tandridge 
District  Council and an independent  examiner and put  to your vote for 
approval via a referendum, hopefully in the early part of 2018. If the plan 
is approved its policies will influence the development  of Limpsfield for 
years to come.

The Neighbourhood Plan is not the same thing as the Tandridge Local Plan 
and will hopefully be less controversial.  A decision for example, as to 
whether land should be released from the Green Belt  for housing is 
ultimately a Tandridge District  Council decision. But  the Household 
Survey will seek your views on green belt development  and your replies 
might  well influence Tandridge Council.  The Neighbourhood Plan could 



58

PILATES CLASSES
at St. Andrew’s Church Hall

Exercise to change your life!
Improve your posture, strength and

flexibility, increase energy and vitality,
all while having fun.

Suitable for all ages and abilities.

SALLY GARDNER
01883 723345

Come and give it a try.

encourage or control infill or garden development, the building of flats rather 
than houses, the proportion of affordable housing and other more detailed 
aspects of development. It  could seek to balance the interests of  those wishing 
to extend or develop their property and the interests of neighbours who are 
adversely affected. Your  support and participation is vital. 

Robert O’Donovan
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Open season: 17th May to 27th Sept 2017. 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm 
every Wed and Sat. Also end of May and 
Aug bank holidays. Guided tours of the 
house at 1.30, 2.30 and 3.30pm.
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:  
21 May, 18 June, 23 July, 20 Aug

OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

Information Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic views, 
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family 
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection 
of porcelain and a marvellous set of 
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After 
visiting the mansion house and grounds, 
why not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available.
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